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PARLIAMENT. 
Examined and Conſider d. 


WHEREIN 


| Appears the Antiquicy of moſt of the Burroughs in Eng- 
land; with the Proportions, whereby every County is 

cover or under Repreſented, according to a Scale from 
the Royal Aid Aſſeſments; by which appears that Auid. 

; dleſex is found to be Repreſented but one Tenth part of 


and ſeveral Reaſons offer'd to prove the ſame, of Uni- 
verſal Benefit to the Kingdom. 


By a Gentleman. 
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REPRESENTATIVE 
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London and Weſtminſter 
PARLIAMENT, 


CONSIDER'D. 


ture, whether of right Judgment in things, 
or meerly thoſe of Selt-preſervation, or if 
from ſome Dictates of Rational Society, 
or if ſolely from unſearchable ways of 
Providence Divine, it may proceed, is not the In- 
tention of theſe to enquire; but ſo it is, that if one 
takes a view of Ages paſt, and will adventure to 
judge the Opinion of Men by their Actions, it ſeems 
to have been in all Times the Common concurring 
1 | B Judg- 


\ ROM what Principles in the Law of Na- 
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Jadgment of Mankind, that the Benefits of Climate 
(a benign Air, a fruitful Soil, ſweet Water, and the 
like) do very much fall ſhort of thoſe which a pro- 
pitious Government affords. 

For no Charms have been able to quell the Diſ- 
quiets which Holence and Oppreſſion produce: Tho 
other Inconveniences ( however great) are recon- 
cil'd and overlook'd by the lanate Love of our Na- 
tive Soil, yet upon the Alarms of impoſing Tyran- 
ny, we may obſerve all Nations to dwindle and 
decay, multitudes flying that Evil as a Plague, above 
all others intclerable : For Evidence whereof , let 
any man recolle& the Effects which ancient Egypt, 
Greece, and Itahy betray'd under ſuch Cataſtrophes ; 
let Peru tell the Fall of the 7acaes and its Conle- 
quents ; tell Ferrara how the domineering Tiara 
has made you proſper ; let Naples relate what the 
Anjouvine and Caſtilian Viſitations caus d her; ſpeak 
Florence, Piſa, and the Vale of Arno, if your Num- 
bers and Riches encreas'd with the, Yoke of Medics : 
but leſt theſe inſtances be too remote for Time or 
Place, we'll take a view of ſome nearer, for more 
indubitable proof of the point. 

O happy England, highly favour'd of Heaveo, 
which can yield no conſiderable Inſtance of this 
kind in her Records | May no lupine Ferocity ever 
taint her Conſtitution; that She may remain ia- 
violate as many Ages as the Chronicles of China 
boaſt theirs: Oppreſſon, it ſeems, is a foreign Plant, 
which though the will not thrive in our bad Air, 
is no Stranger elſewhere in Europe; ſo that when 
we paſs the Seas, we need not the Alps any more. 
Flanders, Brabant, and Arto, when they fell from 
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the Houſe of - Burgundy into that of Auſtria, how 
populous, how rich, how flouriſhing in Trade, Phi- 
lip de Commines abundantly ceclares; very diffe- 
reat from, and far excelling, the condition of Zea 
land, Flolland, and Weſt. Frieſland, their neighbour- 
Provinces. But now let the Experiment be try, 
it Liberty with an inclement iacommodious Syte 
can countervail the Loſs of a moſt delightful, ſruit- 
ful, native Country, under the Aſpetts and Influence 
of Tyranny : In the latter then, tome of the haugh- 
tieſt Nobility muſt lay down their Heads on a Block, 
for being Advocates of the ancient Rights of their 
Country.; one City beholds withia her (elf a Cita- 
del rearing her Baſtions ( ſoon garniſh'd with Ar- 
tillery); others have "Quo Warranto's pals againſt 
their Municipal Rights, and when Murmurs or Op- 
poſition riſe, all is conſtrued Riot and Rebellion, 
and then the Wealthy Citizens are Fined, Impri- 
ſon'd, and Confilcated : In conſequence of theſe 
things, ſome Impoſts and Gabels are impos d with- 
out the regular Orders of the Eſtates, and an Army 
from /taly of Foreigners take up Free: quarter in 
the Towns : We need no more, one Age will diſco» 
ver the Eſſects; the People inſenſibly file North» 
wards, where they intrench themſelves in the Mudd ; 
the Ocean is debarr'd her wandring, the hollow 
Land made firm, and Lakes drein'd ; the looſe Sand 
becomes a ſtable Foundation for great Emporiums; 
the ancient Cities of Flanders, Brabant, and Artou 
unhive themſelves into. the new ones of Holland, 
Zealaud, and Weſt-Frieſlaud; and, in a word, the 
younger Colonies ( notwithſtanding the diſadvan- 
tages of Nature) yielding an Alam to _— 
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ſhall equal and far exceed what the former ever 
were. Thus we fee a Republick form'd, which in 
one Century is become more puiſſant than the Roman 
amounted to in three, | 

Having been more explicit in the cafe of Fla 
ders, | paſs by the later one of Denmark, ſo can- 
didly and curiouſly exemplified by an excellent 
hand: In the days we live, France it ſelf is a 
pregnant inſtance too, ſor the (warming Catholicks, 
as well as Huguenots, of that Nation, in all the 
Countries of Europe, are ſo many ſpeaking Witnel- 
ſes of the inward decay of that Realm, fince the 
Parliament of Paru (the Shadow of the ancient 
States-General of that Kingdom ) yielded up the 
Ghoſt, In Germany the Imperial tree Cities are 
more populous, rich, and their Territories better 
cultivated than commonly thoſe of the Princes : 
So likewiſe the moſt inhoſpitable Mountains of 
Switzerland are better repleniſh'd with Inhabitants 
than the luxurious Plains of Lombardy ; all which 
is aſcribable only to the Eaſe of a mild and im- 
partial Government. From which Hiſtorical Evi- 
dences therefore, and becauſe many more of like 
kind may be produc'd, I draw this Concluſion, 
That groſs Air does not more naturally depreſs 
Mercury in a Tube, than the Gravity of malevolent 
Councils does the Genius, Wealth, and Number of 
any People. 

Now, ſince ſuch Effects are univerſally and con- 
formably in all Ages and Countries, proceeding of 
ſach Cauſes, it cannot be unfit to aſcribe the ſame 
to the over-ruling Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Gooineſs of 
the Univerſal Monarch of Mankind, who, accord- 
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ing to the 107th Pſalm, has reſerv'd this Honour 
and Prerogitive x here it to chaſtiz2 the Infolence 
of his Viceroys on Earth, as well as the Difſolure- 
neſs of their Subjects: Thus He turneth a fruit- 
ful Land into barrenneſs, for the wickedneſs of them 
that dwell therein; and upon their Repentance, the 
Wilderncſs again into a Standing Water, and dry 
Ground into Water ſprings And there he maketh 
the Hangry to dwell, that they may prepare a 
City for habitation', ſow Fields, and plant Vine- 
yards, which may yield them Fruits of encreaſe : 
On the other hand, abuſing His Mercy, they are 
again brought low through Oppreſſion, Affliction, 
and Sorrow ; then He poureth Contempt upon Prin- 
ces, and cauſeth them to wander in a Deſart, where 
there ü no way At the ſame time, He ſetteth 
the poor on high from Aſfliction, and maketh him 
Pamilies like a Flock : The righteous ſhall ſee it and 
rejoyce, and all iniquity ſhall flop ber mouth. Who- 
ſo u wiſe, and will obſerve theſe things, even they 
ſhall underſtand the loving kindneſs of the Lord. 
Now ſure, above all Nations, the People of En- 
gland have reaſon to joyn in the Chorus of this 
Pſalm, O that men would praiſe the Lord for hi 
goodneſs, and for his wonderful works to the Children 


of men. 


By a mild and propitious Government, ( the 
Bleſſing ſo much eſteem'd) I mean ſuch an one, 
whether Monarchical or otherwiſe, as purſues for 
its end the Security, Eaſe, and Welfare of its People, 
the Reverſe of which is, when thoſe Conſiderations 
are put in the ſecond inftance, and made but ſabſe- 


quent 
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quent to ſome other. If I miſtake nor, Megiſtrates 
are originally appointed Miniſters of God tor good 
to the People, tor which cauſe Tribute is paid; 
not that the People are given as a Prey to the 
{aid Miniſters. Now, in order to have the afore- 
ſaid ultimate End of Government duly conſulted, | 
ſuppoſe it indiſpenlably needſul that the People have 
ſome Repreſentative, which may not only report 
their Grievances, but be ſufficiently impower'd to 
obtain Redreſs of them : Which Suppoſition, 1 own, 
does conclude, that Abſolute Monarchy can be no 
more than accidentally and precariouſly propitiovs, 
bue has in it no concluſion at all againſt Monarchies 
of the Got hict Frame. | 

Upon diſſolution of the Roman Empire in the 
Weſt, the ſeveral Nations that ſhar'd it amoog them 
zpreed all in one Scheme of Government, which 
though it admitted of Variety in other matters, yet 
every where did eſtabliſh a Repreſentative of the 
People, that had power to redreſs all Grievances in 
the Adminiſtration, which partook with the Prince 
in the Legiſlature, and without whoſe Conſent he 
could levy no Taxes on the Subject. Herein then 
was abundant Proviſion for a mild and cqual Regi- 
men of Affairs, wherein near upon all the Coun- 
tries of Europe were many Apes happy ; but in the 
Century newly <xpir'd, a diſmal Cloud did over- 
ſpread the moſt of them, which hitherto has not 
reach'd our Fortunate land, but England yet en- 
joys what they once poſſeſs d. Without a ſufficient 
Repreſentative of the People, there can be no ade- 
quate Caution or Warranty for their Liberties : But 
. England having preſerv d uncorruptedly the former, 
as 
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as the ſole Palladium, ſhe continues to enjoy the- | 
kindly Fruits and natural Effects of it; fo that, 1 | 
hope, the Teſtimony of Philip de Commines will | 
ever remain verified in us; Of all the Seigneuries of [ 
the World, (ſays he) the Realm of England u the beſt 
govern'd Commonwealth, where the People u leaſt oppreſt, 
and the Authors of Broils, or Diſturbers of Peace, the- 
moſt puniſh'd. 

The Conſtitution of England, often batter'd, often 
undermin'd, often betray d, has not ſubſiſted ſo 
long, but by the miraculous Power of GoD ſeveral 
times, for his own moſt Wiſe and Good Ends, interpo- 
ſing between Her and Ruine; unto one eminent I- 
Nance of which, the Eyes of all men living may 
bear teſtimony, if their Memories do not wickedly 
fiil them: And as Hu Graciou Majeſty has fully 
anſwer'd the Promiſe of his Declaration, to do all - 
things neceſſary on hu part, that our Nation may be 
in no more danger of falling at any time hereafter 
under Arbitrary Power; fo will the Prudence of 
our Senate ſhine bright, in all Ages to come, in 
making ſo many Proviſions to keep the Fountain - 
of all our Joys, the Kingdom's Repreſentative - ia 
Parliament, pure and uncorrupt. Such are the fol- 
lowing Clauſes or expreſs Acts in this Reign, that 
no Speeches in Parliament ſhall be queſtionable elſe- 
where, no Recommendation of Members for the 
Cinque Ports ſhall be made as uſual, Penalties de- 
clar d on Exciſe-Officers intermeddling with EleRi- 
ons, the like for Falſe and Double Returns, Aſſignu - 
ment of Time and Place for County Elections, no 
Members to be concern'd in any Moneys granted 
by Parliament, no Officers of Exciſe. or Cuſtoms 
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to ſit in the Houſe, a Parliament to be new choſe 
once in Three years, no Expences to be after date 
of the Writs for Electing, no Perſon under the 
age of One and tweary be capable of Sitting, 
abridging the Privileges of Parliament in cafe of 
Debt or Precets; and when the new Saxon Line 
commences, no one having Office or Penſion from 
the Crown ſhall be capable to ſerve, no Pardon 
under the Great Seal ſhall be pleadable to an Im. 
peachment cf the Commons; and, in fine, the Re- 
preſentative of England (like the Venetian Senate) 
is henceforth to ſubſiſt on the Death of her Princes. 
Over and above theſe momentous proviſions, there 
was a Bill laſt Seſſion in agitation, for better main- 
taining the Dignity of Parhaments, which provided, 
That in ſuch Burroughs as have fewer than Five- 
ſcore Votes of Electors, the Freeholders of the 
Hundred ſhould be allow'd to vote. For what 
_ reaſons the ſaid Bill was dropt, the Author knows 
not, but that gave the firſt life and motion to theſe 
Thoughts of his. 

The Repreſentative of England conſiſts then of 
Two Houſes, which jointly make one Parliament; 
for the Lords, calld to it by Summons or Patent 
of Nobility, are reputed Truſtees for the Commu- 
nity, and Guardians of our Liberties, in the ſame 
kind as ſome of the Houſe. of Commons are elect- 
ed by their own Tenants, or the Proprietors of 
Old Sarum, (where no living Soul inhabits ) may 
Return themſclves, and yet when veſted in the 
Truſt, are equally careful of the Publick, as thoſe 
who are introduc'd by ſeveral Thoufand Voices. 
This Honour therefore can no ways be denied to 
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the Houſe of Peers, who have through a long ſuc- 
ceſſion of Ages worthily acquitted themſelves of it, 
and the publick Liberties are the ſafer by their 
Honours Prerogatives. However, the Houſe of 
Commons having much more their exiſtence from, 
and dependence on the People, do claim ſomewhat 
peculiar in this matter, and in the Argument propos'd 
are ſolely to be treated of. 


The Repreſentative of the Commons of England 
at this day, conſiſts of Five hundred and thirteen 
Perſons, under the diſtinguiſhment of Knights, Ci- 
tizens, and Burgeſſes, the Barons of the Cinque- 
Ports being comprehended under the latter head ; 
and the ſeveral Diſtricts of the Kingdom whence 
theſe Deputees (as in France, Poland, Holland, and 
elſewhere ſuch are and have been calłd) are ſent, 
be obviouſly as followeth: The Forty Shires of 
Exgland find 80 Knights, and the Twelve Shires 
of Wales 12, in all 92 Knights, elected by the Free- 
holders of the ſeveral Counties; the Cities, Bur- 
roughs, and Ports of England are Two hundred 
and four, which all ſend 409 Deputees, and the 
Twelve in Wales 12, together ing 421, who 
with the 92 Knights, make up the Roll of that 
Auguſt Aſſembly. Among the Burroughs of Es- 
gland, — — Banbury, Abington, Monmouth, and 


Cambridge every one Four, and the reſt all Two 
a-piece ; in moſt of which places privilegd to ele, 
every Houſekeeper contributing to the Church and 
Poor, (as a Free-man of Ergland ) has a Vote, but 
in ſome that Right of the _— is * 
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and in others enlarg'd profuſely ; touching which I 
no ways intend a minute Diſcourſe, but at preſent 
it ſhall ſuffice to ſay, That as the Charter of Wen- 
lock, 8 Edward the 4th, is the firſt in our Records, 
which has in it an expreſs Clauſe for ſending Mem- 
bers to Parliament, {o it is conceiv'd that all Cor- 
porations or Burroughs by Charter till that time, 
had it virtually included, as a Right inſeparable to 
ſuch Bodies. 

To bring the Eſſentials of our Conſtitution into 
argument, were unpardonable Preſumption in a pri- 
vate perſon ; thoſe who have the Legiſlature are 
ever to remain ſole Judges of it: For my part, I 
do not allow my ſelf to debate the alteration of 
any thing hitherto eſtabliſh'd, but as a ſmcere Lo- 
ver of his Country, I think it better becomes, to 
juſtifie and applaud all the parts of that Conſtitu- 
tion under which we have liv'd ſo long, the hap- 
pieſt People under Heaven: Therefore if any object, 
That the Weſt carries an unreaſonable over-balance 
in this Repreſentative; I anſwer, (granting the Sup- 
poſition) There is even a Felicity in that Error, 
tor thoſe Counties have the beſt of our Ports, they 
are our immediate Frontier towards France, and ſo 
the Dominion of the Channel is their ſole Barrier, 
they lie in the Line of Navigation, the richeſt of 
eur Mines and moſt important Manufactures are on 
that fide. If others object, That the Land- holders 
are not proportionably repreſented to the Inhabi- 
tants of Burroughs; I ſay, The practiſe in the moſt 
of the ſaid Burroughs being ( for ſome Ages) to 
return Gentlemen of conſiderable Eſtates in Land, 
has in ſome ſort tranſmitted their Right to the ſame 
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Intereſt ; and hereby it is we are built on a firm 
Foundation, there being no ſuch Caution of Good- 
behaviour to the Publick, as a valuable Concern in 
it; though had the Bill of laſt Seſſion pals'd, or 
any other like it for the future ſhould, to transferr 
the Right of Election to the Land-holders from in- 
competent Burroughs, there is little doubt but it 
would find a general Approbation and Applaule, be- 
cauſe the more knowing, free, and numerous the 
Electors are, the better Judgment of the Candidates 
may be preſum'd from them, provided the number be 
not beyond meaſure exorbitant. 


To refer then thoſe Affairs to their proper Judges, 
the Intention of theſe Papers is, 

Firſt, To enquire a little into matter of Fact, how 
long the ſeveral Butroughs now electing Members 
have exercis d that Privilege, which has given them 
the title of Preſcription; ( for touching Knights of the 
Shire, I ſhall ſpeak but occaſionally.) 

Secondly, To ſhew from Obſervations thence, that 
an Encreaſe of Burroughs does no ways interfere with 
the Eftentials of our Conſtitution, 

Thirdly, To lay down a Scale of Property, or Rule 
to compute the ſeveral proportions of the Body re- 
preſented, 

Fourtbly, To demonſtrate, that there is no parallel 
in the Kingdom to the Caſe of Middleſex. 

Fifthly, To propoſe ſomewhat in favour of London 
and Weſtminſter, from ſeveral Reaſons and Arguments 
to prove, that the ſame would be of great benefit to 
the Kingdom in general. 
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Firſt, For evidence of Preſcription in thoſe Bur- 
roughs, which ſent Members to Parliament any time 
before the end of Edward the 4th, the Author builds 
himſelf entirely upon the 3d and 4th Parts of il. 
liam Pryn's Collection ( from the Tower-Records } of 
Parliament Writs, both thoſe for Election and thoſe 
for levying their Expences after the Seſſion ; which 
latter were conſtantly iſſu'd, even down to the com- 
mencement of the laſt Century : I refer my Reader 
to the foreſaid Books, where he will fee the Names 
of all ſuch who ſerv'd for every Burrough in Exgland 
during thoſe Ages: He may obſerve alſo, within the 
ſpace of 220 Years, there were 110 new Parliaments 
elected; and many more Curioſities will therein ap- 
pear, but I confine my ſelf to ſuch Obſervations only 
as belong to my proper Subject. Mr. Pryn fays, the 
moſt ancient of thoſe Writs are dated 49 Henry 3d, 
iſlu'd to the Sheriffs, to ſummon the ſeveral Burroughs 
in their Counties by Precept, to Elect and Return 
Members, whereon the Sheriffs made conſtantly their 
Returns with theſe words, Nec fant plures Burgi in- 
tra Balivam meam ; ſo that his Collection whereof is 
ſubjoyn'd an Extract, is certainly excluſwe of all 
right to Preſcription higher than Henry 7th, in the 
preſent Burroughs not ſpecified therein. However, it 
is not to be conceiv'd that the oldeſt of thoſe Writs 
did erect an Houſe of Commons, agy more than Sum- 
mons to Parliament of ſome Barons by Tenure (near 
the ſame time) did firſt conſtitute an Houſe of Lords; 
but rather it would ſeem, that the practiſes then be- 
gun did from one undivided Council or Parliament of 
Barons form two diſtin Houſes. —_ 

mu 
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maſt premiſe alſo, that the Sheriffs being only 
enjoyn'd in thoſe Writs to ſend Precepts to their Bur- 
roughs, without a Liſt of what Towns were ſuch, 
they ſometimes ſroke their Partialities, in giving Pre- 
cepts to ſome that were not ſo; whence it arole that 
there are 35 Towns mention'd in thoſe Records which 
at this day do not ſend Members, though thereby 
they had a like Claim with the 23 Aftracis'd, that 
now do; among which pretermitted Towns, Axe» 
bridge made 5 Returns, Chard 8, Chipingnorton 3, 
Farnham 3, Witney 5, Kingiton on Thames 4, Stor- 
ford 8, Blandford 2, Dadington 2, Bradniſham 2, Ledeſ- 
ford 2, Ravenſpur 2, and all the reſt but one; or, re- 
ceiving Precepts, never did return at all: but Torring- 
ten in Devonſhire, from the 30 Edward 1. unto the 
5 Henry 4, having made 32 Returns, pleaded her po- 
verty by Petition to the King's Council, for a diſ- 
charge from that burden; wherein, after two. or 
three Applications, they were gratified by Letters Pa- 
tents of Exemption : To maintain two of their Bur- 
geſſes for the benefit of the Commonwealth, was not 
look d upon ſo much a Franchiſe in thoſe days as a 
Service in which they were bound to the Crown. 
The fame reaſon made others not to fend very fre- 
quently, and ſome utterly to refuſe. the Privilege; 
and if now-adays 2 f. per diem were leyy'd on the 
Burroughs, for each of their Repreſentatives, during 
Parliament attendance, perhaps 7orrington would not: 
long remain the Sole Inſtance of praying a Dif- 
charge. 
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Burroughs which ſent Members to 
Parliament before An. Chr. 1483, 
and how often they did ſeverally Re= 


turn unto that time, as followeth. 


From the | 
Counties of 


Bedford D Edtord, 28 Edw. 1, and in al 106 Returns 
4: New Windſor, 1 Edw.2, and in all 22 Returns 
R 


eading, 30 Edw. f, and in all 89 Ret. 
Wallingford, 30 Edw. 1, and in all 85 Ret. 

hyping Wycomb, 28 Edw. 1. and in all 79 Ret. 
* Agmondeſham, 28 Edw. 1, and 1 & 2 Edv. 2, late- 
- by reſtor d. 
2 — Sa0 23 Edw. 1, and 1 & 2 Edw. 2, reſtor d 
21 Jac. 
Great Merlow, 4 times _ 3 Edw. 3, lately reſtor d. 
Cambridg Cambridge, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 95 Returns. 
Cornwall. Launceſton, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 88 Ret. 
| Leskard, 1 Edw. 2, and in all 65 Ret. 
Loſtwithiel, 4 Edw. 2, and in all 64 Ret. 
Truro, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 75 Ret. 
min, 26 Edw. 1, and in al 86 Ret. 
| elſton, 26 Fdw. T, and in all 77 Ret. 
Cumberl. Carliſſe, 30 Edv. 1, and in all 88 Rer. 
Darby. Darby, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 97 Ret. 
Devon. Exeter, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 109 Ret. 
Totnes, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 77 Ret. 
Plymouth, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 11 Ret. 
Barnſtable, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 82 Ret. 


Bucks. 


Devon 
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Devon. (Plympton, 26 Edw. I, and in all 76 Returns 
Taviſtock, 4 Edw. 3, and in all 71 Ret. 
D3!tmouth, 24 Edw. 3, and in all 51 Het. 
* Honiton, 28 Edw. 1, & 4 Edu 2 re; or d lately. 
* Oakehampton, 28 Edw. 1. & 7 Edu. 2, reſtor 4 lately. 
* Athburton, 26 Edw. 1, and no more till lately. 
Dorſet. |Pool, 14 Edw. 3, and 4 times more to 12 Edw. 4. 
Dorcheſter, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 83 Returns 
Lyme, 28 Edw. 1, and in all 70 Ret. 
| Weymouth, 12 Edw. 2, and in all 50 Ret. 
Melcomb Regis, 1 Edw. 2, and in all 75 Ret. © 
Bridport, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 75, Ret. 
Shaftsbury, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 81 Ret. 
Warcham, 30 Edw. 1, and in all 57 Ret. 
Eſſex. Colcheſter, 26 Edw. r, and in all 94 Ret. 
Malden, 7 Edw. 3, and in all 69 Ret. 
* Harwich, 17 Edw. 3, only reſtor d lately. 
(Gloceſter, 2.6 Edw. 1, ad in all go Ret. 
Herelord, 26 Edw. 1, aud in all 1o2 Rer. 
Lempſter, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 85 Ret. Y 
* Weobly, 26 Edw. 1, aud thrice more to 33 Edw. 3. re- 
ſtor d 3 Char. 1. | 4 
Hertford. Hertford, 26 Edw. 1, to 7 Hen. 5, in all 18 Returns 
St. Albans, 26 Edw. 1, and ten more to 5 Edw. 3, re- 
ſtor d by Edw. 6. 

Huntingt. Huntington, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 93 Retarns. - 

Kent. Canterbury, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 101 Ret. 
by Rocheſter, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 88 Ret. 1 
Cing. Ports Sandwich,) from 49 Hen. 3, unto 12 Edw. 3, were e- 
Daver, join d to ele 3 or ꝗ each, and moſt of that 
Hyeth, ( time the ſame ſtile was us'd in their Writs || 
Roumny, ) as to Barons, whence ſo call d to this day. 


Gloceſter. 
Hereford. 
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Lancaſhireſ“ Lancaſter, 26 Edw. 1, and to 33 Edw. 3. but 11 Re- 


turns; lately reſtor d. 
* Preſton, 26 Edw.1, and to 33 Edw. 3, but 11 Re- 
| turns; lately reſtor d. 
Leeiceſterſ¶ Leiceſter, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 99 Returui. 
| Lincolne. Lincoln, 49 Hes. 3, and in all 111 Ret. 
| Grimsby, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 84 Ret, 
Stamford, 26 Edw. 1, and bat 6 Returns in all. 
| Grantham, created by Edu. 4. 
Middleſex. London, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 93 Returns. 
Norffolk. Norwich, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 91 Ret. 
Lynne, 26 Edw. 1, and in al 70 Ret. 
Yarmouth, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 85 Ret. 
Northampt]Northampton, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 101 Ret. 
Northumb.|Newcaſtle, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 80 Ret, 
Nottingh. Nottingham, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 98 Ret. 
Oxford. [Oxford, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 1 10 Ret. 
Woodſtock, 30 Edw. 1,& 33 Ed. 3. reſtor d 13 Eliz. 
hrewsbury, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 97 Ret. 
Bridgenortb, 28 Edw. 1, and in all 91 Ret. 
Wenlock, 8 Edw. 4, by Charter. 
Somerſet. [Briſtol, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 96 Ret. 
th, 26 Edw. 1, and inall gg Ret. 
Wells, 26 Eadw. x, aud in all 88 Ret. 
Taunton, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 75 Ret. : 
Bridgwater, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 91 Ret. 
llceſter, 26 Edw. 1. and in all 30 Ret. | 
l Milburnport, 28 Edw. 1, & 33 Edw. 3, reſtor'd 3 Car. 
Southampt.|Wincheſter, 26 Edw. 1. and in all 96 Ret. 
| Southampton, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 79 Ret. 
Portſmouth, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 78 Ret. 
* Andover, four times to the 33 Edw. 3, reſtor d 


lately. 
Stafford 


| 
28S E. 
Scaſtotd.“ Litchſicld, 4 Edu. 2, and to 33 Ed., in all g Returns. || 
Stafford, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 8g Bet. | 
Neu callle, 29 Edw. 3. and in all 45 Net. 


Suffo k. Ipſu ich, 26 Edw. 1, and in al 85 Ret. | 


Duncwich, 26 Edu. 1, and in all 60 Ret. 

þ Orford, 26 & 35 Edw. 1, reſtor d lately. 
Sutrey Southwark, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 88 Ret. 

'Blechingly, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 59 Ret. 
;Rycgate, 26 Edw. 1, and in al 61 Ret. 
Guiliord, 26 Edw.1, and in al 98 Ret. 
Gatton, 29 Hen. 6, ad in all 5 Ret. 
| Chicheſter, i Edw. 2, and in all 93 Ret. 
Horibam, 30 Edw. 1, and in all 65 Ret. 
Midhurſt, 4 Edw. 2, and in all 50 Ret. 
Lewes, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 61 Ret. 
zhoreham, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 66 Ret. 
Eaſt Grinſtead, x Edw. 2, and in all 52 Ret. 
Arundel, 30 Edw. 1, and in all 75 Ret. 1 
Brembre, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 26. 9 Uſually, a one Bu- if 
Yteinings, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 1 3. rough, return d jointly. | 9 
Seatord, 20 Edw. to 1 Hen 4, and in all 8 Returns, || 


Suflex. 


not as a Port. 

Rye, 

Winches Cid Kent, CT mnque Ports. 
Haſtings, 

Warwick. Warwick, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 88 Ret. | 


Coventry, 30 Edw. 1, and to the 27 Edu. 3, in all il 
8 Ret. | 

Weſtmorl|Apleby, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 85 Ret. | 

Wiltthire. Salisbury, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 97 Ret. 

Wilton, 28 Edw. 1, and in all 93 Ret. | 

Downton, 26 Edw. T, and in all 15 Ret. 


Calne, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 32 Ret. 
D Wilt- 


i 


\ 


I 
i! 
! 
| 
; \ 
\ > 
1 
4 
; / 
i! 


1 


118 


hipenham, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 25 Ret. 


Wiltſhire. See 28 Edw. 1, and in all 51 Returns. 


Worceſter 


York. 


M-Imesbury, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 57 Ret. 
ricklade, 1 Edw. 2, and in all 34 Ret. | 
reat Bedwin, 30 Edw. 1, and in all 27 Ret. 
Lurgurſhall, 28 Edw. 1, and in all 25 Ret. 
Id Sarum, 34 Edw. 3, and in all 28 Ret. 
Marlborough, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 61 Ret, 
Hindon, 27 Her. 6, and in all 6 Ret. 
Heytesbury, 28 Hen. 6, and in all 5 Ret. 
Weſtbury, 27 Hen. 6, and in all 6 Ret. 
Wottonbaſler, 25 Hen. 6, and in all 7 Ret. 
Worceſter, 26 Edw. 1, and in all 103 Ret. 
* Droitwich, in Edw. the 1. & 2, were 5 Returns; re- 
for d lately. 
York, 49 Hen. 3, and in all gz Ret. 
Kingſton on Hull, 12 Edw. 2, and in all 67 Ret. 
Scareborough, 28 Edw. 1, and in all 79 Ret. 
* Rippon, 1 Edw. 2. only; reſtor d lately. 
* Malton, 26 Eqdw. 1. only; reſtor d 1640. 
* Northallerton, 26 Edw. 1. only; reſtor d 1640. 
Beverley, 26 Edw.1,& 15 Edw. 3. reſtor d lately. 


Pont fract, 26 Edw. 1. only; reſtor d 18 Jac. 


Bur 
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Burroughs which never did ſend Mem- 
bers till after An. 14.83. 


From the 
Counties of 
Berks.| A Bington. 
Bucks Buckingham =» =——— Aylesbury. 
Cheſhire. 


heſter, by Act, 35 Hen. 8. 
Corawall.|Eaſtlow, hy Charter, 13 Eliz. 
Foway, by Charter, 13 Eliz. 


t. German, by Charter, 5 Eliz. 

_Þr. Mawes, by Charter, 5 Eliz. + 
Salta. Tregony. 
Cameliord, — — Boſſiney. 
Weſtlo w. —- St. Ives. 
Crampound, Newport. 
St. Michael, — —— - Penryn 
Callington. 

Cumberl. |Cockermouth. 
Devon. |Beer-Alſton, | — Tiverton. 
Dorſet.|Corte-Caſtle. 
Durbam Durham, by Act, 25 Car. II. 


Gloceſter. Cyrenceſter, by Charter, 13 Eliz. 

Tewxbury. 

Kent. Maidſton, by Charter, 7 Edw. 6. 

Queenborow, by Charter, 13 Eliz. 

Lancaſter. Newton. ⸗ — - Wigan. 
Clitheroe, ————— Leverpool. 

Lincolne. Boſton. 

Middleſex. Weſt minſter. 

Monmouth Monmouth, by A, 27 Hen. 8. 


D 2 Nor- 
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Norffolk. Thetford, - Caſtleriſing. 

NorthamptiPeterborow, . — Brackly. 
Higham-ſerrers. | 

Northumb. Morpeth, - Berwick. 


Nottingh. Newark, by Charter of Charles II. 
Eaſt Rettord. 
Oxford. Banbury. 
Salop. Ludlow, — —— Biſhops-Caſtle. 
Somerſet. Mynehead, by Charter 5 Eliz. 
Southampt. Chriſtchurch, 25 Charter 1 3 Eliz. 
Stockbridge, by Charter 5 Eliz. 


Petersfield, m—— — Yarmouth. 
Lymington, — ——— Newton. 
Whitchurch, ———— Neu port. 


Stafford. Tamworth, by Charter 5 Elix. 
Suffolk Aldborough, by Charter 13 Eliz. 
Eye, by * 13 Elix. 
St. Edmondsbury,—- Sudbury. 
Surry.}Haſſemere. 
Worceſter|Eveſham, 4y Charter 3 James. 


Bewdley. 
York. |Knaresborough, —— Richmond. 
uroughbrigg, —— Heydon. 
Aldborough, ———— — Thirske. 


Walles1 2 Burroughs, by Afts 27 & 38 Hen. 8. 


This Catalogue contains 82 Burroughs, and the for- 
mer 134, which together compleat the number in 
our Parliament, v7z. 2 16. | 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, By Computations drawn from theſe reci- 
ted Catalogues it will manifeſtly appear, that an en- 
creaſe of Burroughs has never been judg'd any breach 
of the Conſtitution, but contrariwiſe the continual 
progreſſion of Number ſcems to have been a conſide- 
rable accels of Strength to it : There is no Inſtance of 
diminution, except the ſingle Caſe of Torrington, for 
the pretermiſſion of thoſe 35 formerly Summon'd 
cannot amount to it; the majority of them expreſs d 
ſufficiently their Indifference and Refuſal of that Pri- 
vilege, and the Seven which obey'd their Precepts 
more than twice, yet ſoon grew weary of the Sheriffs 
officiouſneſs to ſummon them; or elſe the Sheriffs 
deſiſted therefrom, becaule really they never had, in 
the Tenure of their Towns or by Charter, any Right 
to be ſummon'd ; one of which cauſes muſt alſo be- 
long to the Aſtracisd 23: and it may well be con- 
ceiv'd the continuance of returning Members in ſeve- 
ral others of the leſſer Burroughs, was due rather to 
ſome Gentlemen of Eſtates adjoyning, than to any 
Diſpoſition or Concern of the Inhabitants ; nor is it 
improbable their very firſt Summoning or Inſtitution | 
was ſo hkewiſe. 

As to the 23 I have Aſtracis d in the firſt Cata- 
logue, 6 of them ſent but once, and 6 twice, but nei- 
ther they, or any one of the remainder, did ſend Mem- 
bers for above 120 Years preceding the end of this 
Collection of Records; fo that no impartial man can 
diſallow us to deduct thoſe 23 from the 134, and to 
fy, that at the latter end of Edu. 4. the Repreſenta- 
tive of Exgland had in it but 111 Burroughs at the 
moſt, and 37 Counties, ( Monmouth, Durham, Cheſire, 
and thoſe in Walles being ſince added) which allow- 


ing 
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ing 2 Members for every one of either, makes in all 
but 296 perſons: Edw. the th created Grantham and 
Wenlock, Hen. the 6th Gatton, Hindon, Heytersbury, 
Weſtbury, and Wottonbaſſet, ſo that until his Reign 
there could be but 28 2 Members in the Houſe of Com- 
mons : nor is it likely the number was higher in any 
Reign before; for Edw.the 3d and 2d created 38 Bur- 
roughs between them, which overbalances the 36 pre- 
termitted : but if we conſider how frequently many 
of the allow'd Burroughs fail'd to make Returns, and 
that the Counties ſometimes (ent but one Knight, and 
in particular that Windſor, Pool, Plymouth, Hertford, 
Stamford, Ilceſter, Brembre, Steynings, _ Down- 
ton, Calne, Chipenham, Bedwin, [ urgurſhall, not one of 
them ſent a fourth part of the times that Parliaments 
were call'd ; it is not probable that, until the Reign 
of Henry the 6th, the Houſe of Commons did ordina- 
rily conſiſt of more than halt the preſent Conſtituent 
thereof. 

From Edw. 4. unto Edw. 6. Mr. Pryn tells us the 
Records of this kind are near all loſt ; and ſince the 
latter, they are ſo confus'd,that he could not draw from 
thence a like account of the newer Burroughs : What 
is therefore obſerv'd of the laſt Catalogue of 82, and 
the Aſtracis'd 23, was drawn by him from the Com- 
mons Journal, except ſome very few things which the 
Author hereof has on good Authority added: I could 
have wiſh'd to have made the Chronology of the lat- 
ter Table as perfect as that of the firſt, for thereby my 
Argument would have look'd with a better grace, 
tho' already there is abundantly ſufficient to ſupport 
it. Her. 8. by Act privileg d Cheſter, Mounmouth and 
Walles, all which Counties and Burroughs encreas'd 

| the 
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the Houſe of Commons 31 Voices; Maidſton and 
St. Albans were added by Edw. 6; thirteen Burroughs 
more by QQ Elizabeth; three more and the Univerſi- 
ties by Fam. 1; four in the time of charles 1; Newark 
by Charter, and Durham with Knights to the County 
by AQ in Charles the 2d. 

Since then from the higheſt Antiquity in Record 
frequent addition of new Burroughs has been, and al- 
moſt in every Reign ſucceſſively to this day, without 
any [mpurtation of altering the Foundations of our Con- 
ſtitution thereby, the like therefore may ſurely be again 
whenever the King and Parliament ſee good; which 
is all the Inference drawn from the Premiſes, except 
that addition ot Number in the ſame Burrough is ta- 
ken to be included, as of the like nature; ſo Wewlock: 
and ſome others now ſending two, formerly did but 
one, and Cambridge and Oxford have been privileg'd 
to ſend four. The Venetian Grand Council has in it 
3000 without confuſion, and that of the Barons by 
Tenure anciently in Eng/and had undoubtedly more. 
I proceed then to the third diviſion of this Diſcourſe. 

Thirdly, ln purſuance of the intended method, Iam - 
to lay down a Scale or Standard, by which to examine 
the ſeveral Proportions of the Body repreſented, in the 
choice whereof (having no Precedent) I hope. to be 
the more eaſily excus d, if the Rule by. which other 
things are try d be it ſelf not perfect; ſince ro him who. 
would uſe Political Arithmetick, or argue touching. 
things from Numbers, (a way lately recommended by 
a-polite hand) it is of neceſſity to find an Area where- 
on to fix his Machine: A Foundation then to our pur- - 
poſe muſt be, I conceive, ſome kind of Rule in Pro- 


dert y, rather than any Scheme of Numbers, taken from 
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tie Capitation or Poll-zaxes, and that I have choſen | 
thought more certain than any Terrar of Land which 
could be drawn ; beſides, | induſtriouſly evade all No. 
velties, and therefore ſhun any Parallel of Oceana's 
Agrarian, or forming the whole Repreſentative from 
the Land, in prejudice ot the Burroughs of this King- 
dom, a majority whereut has attain'd to ſo venerable 
Antiquity in their preſcription. 

The method of Taxation call'd a Royal Aid, which 
is become more frequent with us of ſome years paſt than 
any other, is what | have fix d upon; whether it be the 
moſt unreproachable Rule of Subſidies, is cot in my 
Argument to controvert ; but this I undertake, to 
draw no Conclufion from the uſe of it, but what muſt 
be verified by any other Scale of Proportions whatever, 
The particular Act | have taken of that fort, is that 
which by an Aſſeſſment of Two Shilling per J. on all 
Revenues did raiſe in the Year 1700 the Sum of 
9899651. 19 5. 6: from the whole Kingdom, by the 
ſeveral Proportions hereunder ſpecified, as in the Act 
more at large appears; which ſaid Sum being ſubdi- 
vided by 513, (the number of the Kingdom's Repre- 
ſentatives) does produce 1930 l. to be the Standard, 
by which every County may be known, whether it be 
over or under-repreſented in Parliament, and by what 
degrees it is ſo: Not that I argue the Body ought to 
be repreſented by ſuch Shares without diſtinction, but 
craving Leave only to ſtate Matter of Fact in the 
form following, I hope not to frame thence any ma- 
lignant Inference, or unworthy of a Gentleman. 


Of 


'4. 2 


Sends Its pro- 
„ S424 — | 
C Bedfordſhire pad T 14277 7] 5} 4 77 \ 
Berbſ/Lire paid. — — —— 20527] 4 9 10+ 
Buckinghamſhire paid —ůů——ͤ 23830 8 14 | 124 
Cambridgeſhire paid —— — — 164130 A 6 8; 
Cheſhire paid —— 4. 11 27 
Cornwall paid enn—— —— 1973} 0 44 81 
Cumber/and paid mnn— --——— - 18561] 1! . 1 
Derbyſhire Paid w—— —_———— 12045190 4 | 6+ il 
Devonſhire paid 4129} 8 26 215 [ 
Dorſet hire paid — — 655 3} %% 30 8 
Durhun paid — — sos 23 41621 1 
Eſſex paid .. —— —- 455030 8 23 | 
Glouceſterſhire paid — 7 6 5 8 12 | 
Hereford ſbire paid — 0c, 4 8| s: } 
Hertfordſhire paid —— — — 21485112 8 6 Il 1 
x | Kent paid — — 41721114] 2 18 21 
M | Lancaſhire paid mm m— L447 34 IN 
= ) Leiceſterſhire paid — 17435119 63 4 9 
SZ | Lincolnſhire paid —— — 36113] 5 2 12 19 
& < Middleſex paid . 153877] | gz 8 792 
* | Monmouth paid won —————— 4906 3 23 3| 21 
Norfolk paid —ůů — 4. 12122 
Northamptonſhire paid =—— 24053 131 4+ 91121 f 
S | Northumberland pad. — 72741 88 8| 3} 
Nottinghamſhire paid —— — 13636 5] 4+ 817 | 
Oxfordſhire paid — — — . 1959113 1: 9 10 | 
Rutlandſhire paid ——— 275111 2 21 
| Shropſhire paid n—_— 4c} 0 64] 12 : 
Somerſetſhire paid 3623611 9 18 19 
| Suut hamptonſtive paid — 27594] 3} 0 26 | 144 
Staffordſhire paid — 13560 1117 101 7 
Suffolk paid — 3871619 
Surrey paid — — 33507 64 141171 
| Suſſex paid — — 30410] of 6:1] 26116 
| Warwicksbire paid — 9 2 6] 10% 
1 — _ 11110 4 o! 4 
Wilthhire 1 — — 2862 31112 341135 
| Torksbire paid — — — 4 30] 234 
Wales entire paid — 21886601668] 24114 
989965119] 6, 513] $13 


E Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, To demonſtrate that there is no Parallel 
in the Kingdom to the Cale of Middleſex, I have no 
more to do than to ſtate ſome Proportions in the re- 
cited Appropriations on the ſeveral Counties, as fol- 
loweth. 


Over-repreſented, 1 
Cumberland Middleſex — 879% 
Weſtmorland = z E ex — 923 


Cornwall! 44 Leiceſter _ 9 
Cheſhire eononmmm—_ __ 77 


Of the Counties 24 J. Of the Counties c, bn for 


51th ee nm 4 

Dorſet — 20 Bedford 
Lancaſter — —— 1 4 
Thoſe of ales 24011 
Northumberland 

Suſſex — | 


As to the firſt Claſſis of this Table, the Over- 
repreſented, I am no ways concern d to reflect upon 
it, and have drawn it only for illuſtration of the caſe 
in hand: Preſcription is their Title, and the Expe- 
rience of ſome Ages having produc'd no dangerous 
Conſequence that, in my Opinion, does ſufficiently 
anſwer whatever Reflections may be rais'd from the 
Agrarian Principles; altho at the ſame time I ſhould 
think it very unequal to argue the ſame Right of 
Preſcription for a Negative, viz. that becauſe Mid- 
dleſex never was repreſented by more than 8, there- 
fore it never ought to be ſo; and this principal rea- 
ſon I give, that the very ſame Arg»ment applied to 
all the other Counties, mult of neceſſity reduce them 
to their ſeveral conditions in Edward the Firſt, 

Touching the ſecond Part of this Table, the Under- 
repreſented, the moſt diſtinguith'd are three; Leiceſter, 

which 


14) 414 „ 4.4. = $44 


— 
wow 0005 ww 


Norfolk 2 
Hertfordſhire — | 

3] 4 | Warpich ͤ—n 40 
28 153] Lincoln = — 1 
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which has about one half of its proportion; EHu, 
which has about one third, and Mzddleſex one tenth, 
ſo that the caſe of the latter 1s undoubtedly without 
any Parallel; wheretore it a way of redrels may be 
propos'd for her, which can never be drawn into 
Conſequence, or applicable to any other, and which 
is at the ſame time beneficial to the Kingdom in ge- 
neral, I hope not to deſerve ill trom any, in offering j 
ſuch a one: But before I deſcend to the ſaid Propo- 
ſal, one thing more ought to be premis'd, That the 
County of Middleſex, becaule of its entire depen- | 
dance on her two great Cities, is to be conſider'd as [ 
their Suburbs; and therefore I ſhall not offer any | 
thing on behalf of the Freehold- election, (that being 
' conceiv'd not diſproportion d to other Counties in i 
general) but what I have to ſay, is in behalf of Lon- 
don and Weſtminſter, abſtractedly taken. | 
Conſidering the Promiſe to make no uſe of m 
Standard of Proportions, which will not hold good 
by any other whatſoever, and that henceforth 1 am 
reſtrain d to ſpeak of London and Weſtminſter, it fol- 
lows to ſhew, that the other Cities of the Kingdom 
will have as little reaſon to emulate any Favour paid 
to theſe, as the Counties in competition with Middle. 
ſex could pretend: In the Act recited the Quota of 
London was J. 61667 : 1: 3: ; that of Weſtminſter was 
J. 31729:0: ; whereas Norwich paid l. 4259: 5:11:; 
Briſtol, I. 3695: 15:4; Tork, I. 2319: 14:0; Ox- 
ford, l. 1867: 4:10; Cambridge, l. 1423: T: 63. 
We ſee then the advantage of Argument riſes higher 
by this compariſon than the former one of Counties; 
wherefore having thought fit to mention it, I do wil- 


lingly abridge my ſelf of it, leſt any ill conſtruction 
ſhould ariſe. 


E2 Fifty, 
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Fifthly, By the Standard here us'd, the Proportion 
of Middleſex would be, to have 79 Members of Par- 
lament ; but ſince it is certain, the Rights of particu- 
lar places ought to be wav'd, it inconſiſtent with the 
Welfare ot the Community, and the inequality of 
other Counties (warranted by Preſcription) will not 
juſtiſie any Pretenſions to approach the like. I ſup- 
pole my ſelf to have abundantly expreſs'd the native 
Engliſh Jealouſie for the Untainted Honour of our 
Conſtitution, and to have obviated all perverſe Con- 
ſtructions, when J offer on behalf of Middleſex but 
a quarter-part, by this Standard, of her Proportion, 
viz. that London might find Twelve, and Weſtminſter 
Six Citizens for our Parliament, which with the 
Knights, would be in all Twenty for Middleſex : 
However, with the freedom of a true Eggliſh-man 
theſe things are mention d; it is entirely upon Sup- 
poſition ſtill that the ſame would be of permanent 
conſiderable advantage to the Kingdom, which is re- 
ter'd to the Judgment of the Publick, and left to de- 
_ wholly on the Validity of the Arguments en- 

uing. 

. to have the ſtate of the Caſe rightly under- 
ſtood, it is needful to recite ſomething in ſhort of 
what has been already ſaid: It has been taken for a 
Foundation- principle, that the Welfare of Eg 
does very much depend upon the Dignity of her Re- 
preſentative in Parliament, which Dignity appears to 
have been, for many Ages ſucceſſively, conſulted by 
Addition of number to it; but her preſent Conſti- 
tuent being examin'd, and the Counties compar'd by 
a Scale of Computation, Middleſex ts by vaſt degrees 
the moſt of all other under-repretented therein : For 


which obvious Defe& in the Repreſentative of our 
Coun- 
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Country, a Proviſion is tender'd in Terms ſo mode- 
rate, as is ſuppos d to obviate all malign Reflections; 
ſince the ſame can never be pleaded on bchalf of any 
other County, becauſe Middleſex will (till continue 
(without parallel) much the loweſt repreſented in 
that Aſſembly, and becaule the reaſons given for ſuch 
Proviſion can never probably be applicable to any 
other; ſo I proceed to offer the Conſiderations which 
do make it {ecm the Common Advantage of the Kings 
dam. 

1, The degree of inequality in the particular 
Caſe before us, is it ſelf an Argument for redreſs, 
tho' a leſſer would not be, becauſe it is far from be- 
ing parallel'd at home, or perhaps in ot lier Countries 
abroad; for the caſe of Apenxil having equal Vote in 
the Diet of Switzerland with the Canton of Bears, 
and that of Overiſſel a like in the States-General with 
the County of Holand, is very different from ours, 
becauſe in both thoſe the greater are not concluded 
by the leſs; Bears and Holland receive no Laws or 
Taxes from the over-ruling Votes of Apenzzl/ and 
Overiſſel. This Inſtance is not indeed in other points 
juſt the ſame with ours, and theretore I frame hence 
no Argument, but uſe it for illuſtration only; ſome- 
what nearer is that ot 4m/terdam compar'd with the 
ſmall Cities, which jointly compoſe the States of the 
Province of Holland, and in this Inſtance the greater 
is concluded by the leſs, the majority of Votes de- 
termining in many, though not in all points ; in that 
Aſſembly Amſterdam has one. Vote in 19, Loudon but 
one in 105 of the Burroughs. I alledge theſe foreign 
Inſtances only to obviate the Objection, That the 
inequality here mention'd as a Grievance, is no more 


than 
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than what is found in all other Countries in like caſe. 
But the inequality, ſay tome, it warranted by Preſcri- 
ption of many Ages, why ſhould it now be complain'd 
of > I anſwer, without debating whether that Title 
be indiſputable in all points, that London for many 
Apes lent 4 Members to Parliament, when the whole 
number thereof roſe not uſually higher than half the 
preſent ; unto which if we add the growth of Londonand 
Weſtminſter for 100 years paſt, we ſhall find the Ine- 
quality pleadable now betore us, has not much the au- 
thority of Preſcription for it. 

But becauſe no one ſhall ſuſpect that this Inequali- 
ty is due ſolely to a falſe Standard or Balance us d, l 
am content the Quota propos'd be examin'd by two 
other Scales, which an Ingenious Author has furniſh'd 
us with; he ſays, the Number of living Souls in the 
Kingdom is computed at Five millions and an half, 
whereof within the Bills of Mortality are Five hun- 
dred and thirty thouſand ; he ſays, the lateſt Books of 
Hearth-money reckon a Million and Three hundred 
thouſand Houſes in the Kingdom, (the loweſt Cottages 
included) whereof the accurate Survey of London and 
Weſtminſter ( about the ſame time taken ) reports 
therein near One hundred thouſand ; fo that Middle. 
ſex riſing higher than both thoſe Proportions, may 
well be eſtimated One tenth part of the whole King- 
dom, by which account her Members in Parliament 
would be Fifty one: Wherefore the preſent Inequality 
may be ſuppos'd a Subject worthy of Redreſs, as 
is acknowledg'd in like caſe by the Preamble of the 
Act 35 Hen. 8, impowering the County and City of 
Cbeſter to ſend to Parliament. | | 


2dly, 
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2dly, The proportion ot Tax by the AR herein 
us'd may well ſtand for an Argument to prove my 
Propoſition realonable ; tor, Can there be any thing 
more ſo, than that thoſe who bear the Burden ſhould 
enjoy the Privilege 2 Is there any thing more agree- 
able to cur Conſtitution, than that the Subject's Mo- 
ney be not given otherwiſe than by their own Con- 
ſent ? Can there be any thing more laudible and good 
in the ſight of GoD and Men, than that the utmoſt 
Impartiality poſſivle be us'd in proportioning all the 
Impoſitions of the State > This is to have our 
Exactor's Righteouſneſs, a Prayer which the Throne 


of Heaven does encourage; and, Ib lieve, i the mat- 


ter were enquird into, great and heavy Taxations 
have in all Countries been more ch:erfully born by 
the People, when levicd with Equality, than far leſs 
when manifeſt Partialuy has been praQtis'd ; ſome- 
thing of which kind was a principal Ingredient in moſt 
of thoſe calamitous Revolutions, which have broken 


the Gothick Frame in the ſeveral Principalities ol Ex. 


rope, as would be eaſie to make appear; but we need 
not any Argument to that end, the Act herein ſpeci- 
fied is conceiv'd to be in its Proportions equal, and in 
that ſence is the Foundation of all that has been ad- 
vanc d. 


Wherefore taking it for granted that Middleſex: - 


juſtly bears 2 parts in 13 of all Subſidies levied in the 
Kingdom, then can it be unreaſonable ſhe ſhould have 
2 in 51 of the Repreſentative, - which is the ſum of 
our Propoſal when allow'd 2 or, Wlat ſufficient Rea- 
ſons can be given, that ſome Burroughs which pay 
but 201. for their Quota, ſhould be repreſented equal- 


iy in the Eſtates with We/tmin/ter,which pays as oſten 


31729 


- _ 
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217297, to the ſupport of the Government Not 
that a Degree in the Repreſentative is pleadable in 
proportion to the degree of ſuch Payments, but only 
where ſo vaſt a difference is in the one, there ſome di- 
ſtinction ought likewiſe to be in the other; as appears 
to have been practis d from the ancient'ſt Records of 
our Conſtitution, fer London and the Cinque Ports 
(uſually) were enjoyn'd to ſend more than any other 
of the Burroughs. If Queen Elizabeth, having for 
ſome years to do with the E. of Deſmond, a powerful 
Rebel in Munſter, gave unto Mynehead in Somerſetſhire 
this Privilege among others by Charter, on the Con- 
dition of keeping their -Harbour in good repair at 
their own coſts, from the ſame juſt reaſon of Uleful- 
neſs and Benefit to the Publick, is ſome Diſtinction 

here pleaded for, on behalf of London and Weſtminſter. 
3dly, The Intereſt of Naval Power our common 
Glory and Defence, ſeems to ſtand in need of ſome 
extraordinary . Cultivation ; for tho' we hear it fre- 
quently advanc'd, That Erg/and by her good Fleet 
could ſubſiſt, and defend her (elf againſt any foreign 
Invaſion, without Alliances abroad ; however it be a 
Riddle in it (elf, yet is built commonly upon a Para- 
dox more abſurd, which is to ſay; that our Dominion 
at Sea may be ſufficiently maintain'd without the 
Root of a Merchantil Navigation ; ſo that to exalt our 
Power at Sea, and depretiate at the ſame time the 
Subſervience of Traffick, is common among us: If 
ſuch would be pleas'd to look backwards, I am well 
aſſur'd Trade will appear to have been moſtly the Pa- 
rent of all Marine Force, and the natural Support of 
it, and without which it never has ſubſiſted in any 
Nation longer than the Rign of ſome extraordinary 
Prince, 
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Prince, or during ſome difficult junctures. To ex- 
patiate on this Subject, would need a Tract apart, 
therefore taking it for granted, that the Royal Navy 
of England cannot long flouriſh without the Subſer- 
vience of an anſwerable Commercial Navigation, what 
I have to ſay is as followeth. 

Moſt Countries in Europe at this time imploy their 
ſedulous Endeavours to cultivate every one their pro- 
per Manufactures, to invent new ones, to improve 
their Native Materials or Productions, to diſcourage 
Foreign Imports, and, as tis call'd, to turn the Balance 
of Traffick in their reſpective Favours; which mea- 
{ures I conceive ariſe from a Conſent in Politicks, that 
as Money is now (more than ever) the Nerve of War, 
(to that Gold ſeems rather to command Iron, than 
Iron Gold) Trade is — Jang. as the chief 
Miniſter of Wealth. Now no Country in Chriſtendom 
has the natural Advantages, and ſo much adaptneſs for 
Trade as England, and withal has a more abſolute de- 
pendance upon it, but at the ſame time Aulict Councils 
and Committees of Country Gentlemen are not likely 
to produce that Political Encouragement which were 
to be with'd:; therefore, as good 22 with us 
ariſe ordinarily from the Houle of mons, ſo the 
multitude of her conftant Emergencies, the uncertain» 
ty of her Seſſion, and above all, the general incapaci- 
ty of her Members for Mechanical Affairs has effected, 
that we ſee not commonly thoſe good Fruits of her 
Keſults inthis kind as in others. I ſhould imagin then 
the admiſſion of the Number propos d, of Men better 
turn'd to thoſe Affairs, would be various ways a means 
of Advancing and Securing the Intereſt of Trade a- 
mong us; and when by the _ C _— 

mu 
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muſt ceaſe their Pretenſions to Weſtminſter Election, it 
is probable the Intereſt of Trade will there prevail, as 
in London. 

But becauſe ſome may judge ſuchlike matters not 
worthy the Conſideration I would put upon them, 
and to prevent other Obloquies, I deſire them to heed 
well the Meaſures of France on this head ; her ſuperbe 
Monarch does not think it beneath him to nourifh ſe- 
veral new Projects of this nature with his own Sub- 
ſcriptions to the firſt Funds of them; he has erected 
Courts in ſeveral of his great Cities, for the more eaſie 
deciſion of Caules comercial ; his Treaties with foreign 
States are as minutely weigh'd in this regard as any 
other; and the Mercury of Auguſt 1700 tells us of an 
Edict iſſued for erecting a Council of Trade, compos d 
of 6 Councillors of State and 12 Merchants, viz. from 
Pari 2, Rohan, Bourdeau x, Lyons, Marſeilles, St. Males, 
Rochel, Nantes, Liſle, Dunkirk, and Bayonne, one each; 
theſe Merchants are to be Yearly. elected by thoſe Ci- 
ties in July, by the plurality of Tradeſmen reſpective- 
ly, and to render themſelves at Pari by the firſt of 
Oober, there to meet once at leaſt every week, to de- 

| liberate of all Propoſals, to intend the Welfare of Traf 
fick, and to report their Reſult to the Council of State. 
In my mind, this very Pattern, a little modef᷑d to our 
Conſtitution, would be more probable to diſcover the 
Decays, to rectiſie the Errours, and to induce a flou- 
riſhing Proſperity in our Traffick, than any Council 
which has been hitherto in uſe among us, for the par- 
ticular Reaſon that made me mentioa it, v/z. the great 
majority of Tradeſmen in it. 
4thly, Publick Credit is well knowa to be of indi- 
ſpenſible neceſſity with us, wheretore the 3 
tion. 


1 


dition of it is a Benefit very valuable to the Kingdom; 
without which, Parliamentary Supplies in the uſual 
courſe cannot anſwer the Exigencies of the State; ſo 
that the Ordinary Charges of the Government, ſuch 
as the maintaining a Summer Sguadron, the having in 
readineſs any quantity of Naval Stores, nay, the Diſ- 
burſements of the Houſhold in time of Peace, are not 
ſupplied without Credit; much leſs in time of War 
can Sea or Land-Souldiers be levied, our Grand Fleet 
put to Sea, or the neceſſary Operations in ſuch a caſe 
proceed, but by this: And more eſpecially, in extra- 
ordinary Emergencies, Surprize, or Diſtreſſes of the 
State, the very Security of Exgland muſt depend 
wholly upon the good condition of Publick Credit. 
By Publick Credit is meant, when private Perſons 
lend Sums of Mony, or vend Commodities upon 7ruft, 
for the uſe of the Government; fo whea that is done 
with a ſtreightned hand, then it follows, whatever Mo- 
ny is needed by the State, cannot be had without high 
Premiums; and in like manner, whatever kind of 
Merchandiſe ſhe wants, ſhe muſt give extravagant 
Prices for, becauſe in both caſes there will appear more 
of Hezard. Tis therefore of ineſtimable advantage to 
the Publick to put this matter into a good poſture, 
touching which various Tracts have been publiſh'd ; 
_— ſhall therefore confine my ſelf to the SubjeR in 
hand. 
If then the Cities treated of do afford in a manner 
all the Commodities, and advance all the Mony which 
the State has more or leſs occaſion for; I conceive the 
allowing them an Addition to their Repreſentative in 
Parliament, would be a very cogent means to create 
and perpetuate in them that Readineſs and Confidence 
F 2 in 
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in this kind, as would turn to the vaſt Emolument of 
the Nation ; whereby the Occafions of high Pramiums 
and Iutereſs will be obviated : Nor does it appear 
what Inconveniencies can ariſe therefrom ; for if from 
Iaſcrutable Ages ſome parts of the Kingdom have poſ- 
ſeſsd an Overbalance in our Parliament, without Da- 
mage to the Publick, how fhould this inconfiderable 

Addition bring any? 
5thly, The Cities herein mention'd making up the 
Auguſt Capitol of our Empire, are the Royal Chamber 
of our Monarchs, the Seat of our High Court of Par- 
liament, as well as of the higheſt ſubordinate Courts of 
Juſtice, the Centre of Foreign and Domeſtick Trade, 
from which all the parts of the Kingdom (as their 
Head) derive Influence, as well as reciprocally mini- 
ſter to it: This is our ſole Emporium, able to furniſh 
out Fleets and Armies, and, in fine, wherein the Ma- 
jeſty and Strength of our Government reſides: On 
which accounts (if the foremention'd be poſt pon d) it 
were not very unbecoming to allow ſome diſtinguiſh- 
ing Favour in the Repreſentative. 
But, I conceive, there is no ſuch thing at preſent ; 
for if London ſends 4 Members, Oxford and Cambridge 
do the ſame, tho' by a much newer Title. If rhe near 
Vicinity of London and Weſtminfter be pleaded for a 
Favour, that's no more than is frequent efewhere ; as 
in the caſe of New and O/d Sarum, (tho' the old be the 
newer Burrough) Brembre and Steyvings, (formerly 
returning but as one) Eaft/owe and Weoſtlowe, Launce- 
flown and Newport, St. Ive and Callington, Tregony and 
Grampound, Truro and St. Michael, Weymouth and Mel. 
comb Reg, Rye and Winchelſea, with ſome others, if 
Speed's Maps of thoſe Countries may be rely'd — 
ü e 
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One thing more from the Grandeur of London and 
Weſtminſter, which might weigh in this Cale is, that 
the Number and Quality of their Electors is ſuch as 
will not eaſily admit of thoſe Corruptions in Election, 
which bave been ſo riſe in the leſſer Burroughs. 

Theſe Reaſons alledg'd for ſome Diſtinction to the 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter in the Repreſentative 
of England, are obviouſly taken from Matters of Fact, 
and put together without Art, the Author being ſen- 
ſible enough he is unable any ways to imbelliſh a 
Theme of this nature; ſo that however the Subjeck 
has ſuffer'd by his Defe&, he will have always for his 
Conſolation, the Conſcience of a diſintereſted and un- 
pretended aim at leaſt to the Benefit of his Country : 
Whether his Judgment herein be condemn'd or ap- 

d, he will be very little aflected, having no Per- 
ſonal concern, more than his private Inheritance, em- 
bark'd in the Veſſel of the Commonwealth; and as he 
has been dictated by none but his own ſolitary Amuſe. 
ment, and therefore has no intention to ſerve a Party, 
ſo his peculiar Care has been, to avoid whatever might 
juſily give offence ; but if in that he ſhould be diſap- 
pointed, he has this one Conſolation left, the ſafe re- 
treat of a miſtaken or abus'd Innocence. 


In cloſing a Diſeourſe of this Subject, having pre- 
tended to be a Lover of my Country in a juncture 
like the preſent, I hope to be pardon'd in adding a 
few Lines aliene from the point in hand. _ 
It is well known, Dangers from abroad can threaten 
England only from the ſide of France, and His Gra- 


cious Majeſty has imparted His Opinion, That our 
Animoſuties are the ſole. Hope of our Enemies ; and if 


ſo. 
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o, 1 doubt not but the Wiſdom of our Parliament 
will ſoon make it give up the Ghoſt : Go p forbid | 
if no Confuſion of Languages in the new cementing 
Kingdoms do defeat our modern Nimrod of his pro- 
jected Univerſal Monarchy, that any ſuch amongtt us 
ſhould however further and accompliſh it ; let the paſt 
Ages warn us ſufficiently. 

How did the Court of France blow the Coals be- 
| tween Henry the Second and his rebellious Sons, and 
then warm her («lf at the Flames? How did Philip 
Auguſtus avail himſelt ot our Confuſions under King 
John and Henry the Third ? During the Diſtractions 
of Richard the Second, how did the French extend 
their Ravages on our Coaſts? On the other ſide, 
the Animoſities of France between the Houſes of 
| Burgandy and Orleance, did more to place our Henry 
on that Throne than the Battel of Agincourt; and as 
ſoon as the Houſe of Burgundy withdrew her Intereſt 
from ours by the Treaty of Arras, the Engliſh Affairs 
declin'd there apace. Neither was it the peculiar Bra- 
very of the Exgliſfþ alone which acquir'd us thoſe vaſt 
Advantages under Edward the Third, granted by the 
| Treaty of Bretigny, but in the Torrent of that Suc- 
. ceſs we were much favourd by the Malecontents of 
that Kingdom, as the Earls of Artow and Montfort, 
the Lord of Harcourt, and above all by the King of 
Navarre, as Earl of Devereux, with their reſpective 
Partizans. Now let us turn the Tables again, and 
no ſooner does Henry the Sixth, in England, put us 
into Brouilleries at home, but within the compaſs of 
Three Years we loſt all thoſe ſpacious Dominions in 
France, except Calau, with this ſhameful circumftance, 
that what was gain d with unparalk['d Bravery, _ 
0 
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loft without any manner ot Defence, ſo much did the 
Animoſities then riſing Unman the 6 Thus 


Grandeur and Succeſs between England and France 
has been like a Tyde between both Shores, ebbing and 
—_ as good Order or Confuſion reiga d on either 
ide. | 

'Tis certain no Differences or Animoſities can much 
injure us, but thoſe that affect the Supreme Bran- 
ches of the Legiſlature ; touching which, as I have 
reſtrain'd my Diſcourſe to the Houſe of Commons, ſo 
I fee but one thing deſirable ro Her on this Head, 
which is, That ſince Petitions of Complaint touch- 
ing Elections are grown to be ſo numerous every 
Parliament, ſome Expedient might be found to decide 
them, with more Eaſe and Expedition, for the Com- 
plainants and the Houſe her ſelf: But as every one, 
no doubt, deſires the fame, ſo I hope ſome good Ge- 
nius will at length find out a Method to content. 


In fine, Tho' we have been a Nation diſunited, 
and France at Union within her ſelt too long, yet 
in GoD's good time it ſhall be otherwiſe ; the num» + 
ber of Princes of the Blood encreaſing, Baulks and 
Diſappointments ariſing abroad, and Poverty within 
at the ſame time, may ſoon disjoynt that Kingdom; 
and if our Animoſities have been fomented thence, 
they will conſequently fail, when the ſuppoſited 
Fuel is withdrawn. Tis certain Cardinal Richelien 
laid it down as a Maxim, That ENGLAND could 
ve ver be deſtroy d but by her ſelf ; and accordingly 
he work'd his Engines, whereof there will never be 
wanting, whilſt the Popiſh. Cauſe ſo flouriſhes be- 
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kor the uſe of ſuch as teach Writing and Arichmetick. By 
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Fond Sea, and we tolerate ſo many embitterd Sub. 
jects of that Perſwaſion at home: But, I hope, 
fince the Mine is diſcover'd, it ſhall not bury us 
in its Ruines, nor (through the Goodneſs of Go a0 
ſhajl the Head of the Proteſtant Intereſt (ink, 
Time hall be no more. 


4 by S. Crouch, 
at the corner of Popes-head Alley, Cornhil. 


uths Introduction to Trade; an Exerciſe-book, 

- chiefly defign'd for the uſe of che Wricinggſchool, to 
imploy Youth at night and other vacant times, while they 
learn to write; by which the young Apprentice may be 
able to apply his Writing and Arithmetick to Buſineß, as a 
Merchant, Shopkeeper, or other inferior Trades: fiſt metho- 


diz'd for. the benefit ofthe Author's Scholars, and publiſh'd 


John Ajres, The Third Edition, corrected and very much 
enlarg' d. 

Grammatica Luſftarice : or, A ſhort and compen- 
dious Syftem of an Ewg/;ſh and Portugueze Grammar, con- 


taining all the moſt uſctal and neceſſary Rules of the Gyntax, 
and Conſtruction of the Por 
| ſome uſeful Dialogues and Col 
' Converſation ; wich a Vocabulary of uſefal wordsin Enghſb 


ze Tongue 
uies . 


together with 
Nee to common 


and Porty CHEE, defign'd for and fitted to all Capacities,and 
more eſpecially ſuch whoſe Chance or Buſineſs may lead 


them into any part of the World, where that Language is 


us d or eſteem d. By A. J. 
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